
 

  
FEBRUARY 14, 2018 

 
Florida Educators, 
 
The results are in from last week’s poll! I couldn’t have 
been more excited to see hundreds of responses, and 
the results weren’t what I was expecting. This data will 
be incredibly helpful in crafting a newsletter to fit your 
needs, just as you differentiate your lessons to reach 
each student in your classroom. Thank you again for 
participating in the poll!  
                 
Kelly Zunkiewicz 
TeacherLiaison@fldoe.org 
@kellyzunkiewicz 
#FLteachersLead 
 

 

THIS IS A DEADLINE YOUR STUDENTS’ PARENTS WON’T WANT TO MISS! 

 
Recent research among Florida families confirms what teachers might already 
know: Parents consider you to be their most important, influential daily lifeline. 
They look to you, their trusted teachers, for resources and information to keep their 
children on track.  
 
As the annual deadline approaches for families to lock in current college tuition 
prices, Florida Prepaid College Plans is encouraging Florida teachers to use that 
influential platform to let families know how important it is to save for college early 
– even if it seems a long way off! 

 
Open Enrollment began Oct. 15, 2017 and ends Feb. 28, 2018 - and is the only time each year that families can 
buy Prepaid Plans that lock in today’s tuition prices. From two years to a full four years at a college or university, 
Florida Prepaid has plans to fit a variety of budgets. Plans this year start at just $47 a month. 
 
Encouraging families to start college savings can have lasting impacts on the students in your classroom.  Research 
shows that children with $1 to $499 saved for college are three times more likely to enroll in college, and four and 
half times more likely to get their college degree. And children whose families set aside money for college are less 

 
Check out the full results here: http://bit.ly/JFTsurvey  
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likely to face the student debt that weighs on so many college graduates today. Helping families learn how to save 
could be one of the most lasting lessons you deliver. 
 
If they use promo code TEACH1718, they can save $25 off the application fee. So point your families to 
myfloridaprepaid.com to learn more. And go to www.myfloridaprepaid.com/educatortoolkit for a teacher’s toolkit 
that can help make it easy for you to spread the word! 
 

 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

  

 
http://bit.ly/JFTfamilyengage  

  
Last week’s video featuring Florida’s 2017 Teacher of the Year Jessica Solano really got me thinking about how I 
engaged families in the classroom and how schools can engage communities of families on a larger scale. This 
week’s article highlights eight ways you can take action and help ensure families are recognized as an integral part 
of your school’s culture. I was intrigued by suggestion #8 and want to share a little more with you: 
  
#8 Host an EdCamp for Parents 
EdCamps are an empowering, new format for professional learning that teachers are planning and participating in 
across the country. The agenda is driven by participants at the beginning of the day, based on their needs and 
wants and the expertise in the room. What a great idea, not only for teachers, but for parents too! Families could 
have direct access to teachers, administrators, support staff and even students at an EdCamp focused on their 
specific concerns and needs.  
  
If you have a unique family engagement practice that you would like to share with our network of teachers, email 
me at TeacherLiaison@fldoe.org.   
  

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 
 

Florida’s 2018 Teacher of the Year Tammy Jerkins shares her love of learning and baking in her latest blog post, 
Cupid’s Perfect Chocolate Cake.  
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https://www.learnwithmeflorida.com/single-post/2018/02/14/Cupids-Perfect-Chocolate-Cake  
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