
 

  

STUDY YOUR TEACHING                                                                                   MARCH 21, 2018 
 
Florida Educators, 
 
Each year, my students quickly learned not to be surprised by a video camera and tripod in the back of the 

classroom or by seeing me wearing a GoPro throughout class. I loved videotaping my classroom and shared this 

with my students so they could see the continual learning and reflection I engaged in to increase my 

effectiveness as a teacher. Watching video of my teaching allowed me to focus on analyzing my specific goals for 

that class period, such as increasing conceptual understanding through questioning or the development of my 

students’ abilities to question and support one another. There is an ease to videotaping that I could not find in 

other forms of professional learning. I could set up the camera, hit record, and go whenever I wanted. Reviewing 

the footage could take place after school, on my planning period, or even while waiting at the doctor’s office.  

 

Far too often, we wait to reflect on our teaching practice until a holiday break or before an evaluation. Setting 

aside the time to analyze our skills and make adjustments is challenging, but worth it!  Math teacher David Wees 

suggests in his post I Have Just Three Words of Advice, “instead of just marching through what you have always 

done, be curious about what you do and try out new things.”   

 

http://bit.ly/2GQej5h


 
http://bit.ly/2GQej5h 

 

How do you study your teaching? Share with the #JFT Community on Twitter. Don’t forget to use #JFT and tag 

@EducationFL and @KellyZunkiewicz in your posts. 

 
Kelly Zunkiewicz 
TeacherLiaison@fldoe.org 
@KellyZunkiewicz 
#FLteachersLead 
 

 

12 MISTAKES ALL TEACHERS MAKE (And How To Get Past Them) 
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Elyse Rycroft offers up common mistakes teachers make and, more importantly, how to turn them into learning 
opportunities, in her post 12 Mistakes All Teachers Make (And How to Get Past Them).  As teachers, we offer 
guidance, hope, and support to our students, but sometimes forget to do this for ourselves. I can think of dozens 
of times that I have said a version of, “mistakes are part of learning,” or “mistakes are proof that you’re trying,” 
to my students or colleagues, but, upon reflection, realized I had not given myself that same encouragement.  
 
Two mistakes I continually struggle with are Mistake #2: We expect perfection and Mistake #5: We try to do it all. 
What about you? Is there a 13th mistake you would add to the list? Tweet your response to @kellyzunkiewicz 
using the hashtag #JFT.  
 

 

#WomensHistoryMonth 
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