
 

  

#OneSmallThing                                                                                                      April 25, 2018 
 
Florida Educators, 
 
In the classroom, on the athletic field, or even in our 
own homes the TO-DO lists and goals we create can 
feel overwhelming or too big to tackle right now. 
Making big impact and change doesn’t have to start 
with a complete overhaul of the organization of your 
classroom library or updating all your centers to fit a 
new theme. Educators Melissa White and Lacey 
Snyder share how implementing #OneSmallThing can 
make a big impact in this short video! 
 
They’ve also created the #OneSmallThing Toolkit, a 
how-to guide for implementing one new, small thing 
in your practice. The toolkit includes tips on keeping 
your goal manageable and also how 
to connect with other educators 
through your #OneSmallThing.  
Karissa Everson and teachers at 
Eagle Grove High School joined 
together to implement their 
#OneSmallThing to improve school 
culture.  
 
I would love for you to share your 
#OneSmallThing with the Just For 
Teachers Community! Don’t forget 
to tag @EducationFL and 
@KellyZunkiewicz in your posts. 
 
Kelly Zunkiewicz 
JustForTeachers@fldoe.org 
#FLteachersLead 
 

 

http://bit.ly/2HsGyL2
http://bit.ly/2vRuzkS
http://bit.ly/2qYqmpu
http://bit.ly/2FSP4B9
http://bit.ly/2tVYJm3
mailto:JustForTeachers@fldoe.org
http://bit.ly/2vRuzkS
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ENGAGING FAMILIES WITH … HOMEWORK?  

By Jessica Solano, Highlands Grove Elementary  

“It’s so boring!” 
“I don’t even understand what my third grader is doing in math!” 
“That’s not how Mrs. Solano does it!” 
“It takes us three hours to do it, and we end up just giving up and going to bed angry.” 

 
For the past eight years, I have heard comments like these from my students and their families alike, voicing 
feelings of frustration and resignation about homework. And how can I blame them? I used to feel it was my 
obligation as a teacher to assign nightly worksheets that reinforced the skill I taught in class. Families, 
administrators, teachers and students all expect to have homework, regardless of their affection toward it. 

But I started to ask myself why we have to assign homework the way we do. Why do students have to continue 
to feel defeated at home? Why was I perpetuating the idea that math belongs in a classroom and on a 
worksheet rather than in the real world? 

My #OneSmallThing this year is not to get rid of homework entirely, but to approach it in a way that shows my 
students what we learn in class applies to the real world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to learn more about Jessica’s #OneSmallThing 

http://bit.ly/2vIXHuw


Harvest of the Month – FREE Resources  
 

 
http://bit.ly/2qRRYh9  

 

Florida’s Harvest of the Month, offered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, is an 
educational program that highlights a different Florida-grown product each month of the school year. The 
program cultivates a healthy food and farm connection by increasing students' exposure to seasonal foods while 
also supporting local farmers. Registered classrooms will receive a package with printed materials and a monthly 
email with links to the collection of digital materials. By using the materials in your classroom, you can help 
connect students to the bounty of produce grown right here in the Sunshine State. Registration for printed 
materials is happening now and is filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Digital materials will be available all 
year to everyone. 
Note: Schools must be enrolled in the National School Lunch Program to receive printed Harvest of the Month materials. 
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