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There are many different places to look for inspiration and 

resources for our classrooms, from social media sites like 

Twitter, to the teachers and classrooms in your school, and 

also websites like CPLAMS.org and the TeachingChannel.org. 

 

I can't help but get excited when I do a quick search on 

Instagram, #TEACHER, and see creative ideas like 

MyTeachingPal's Brag Bracelets (I've already sent the brag 

bracelets post to 15 of my teacher friends!) and articles like 

James Davis' 5 Beginning Teachers, 10 Great Tips .   

The ten tips Davis shares apply to more than just beginning 

teachers and highlight the small items we often forget to 

make time for. In or out of the classroom, these tips are great 

for reflection and setting goals for the new school year. Here 

are my three favorite tips: 

 

#1 MAKE TIME TO TALK 

Set aside time to talk with your students. Getting to know 

them and building meaningful relationships will help improve 

academics, student behavior, and the overall quality of  
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classroom experiences. But don’t limit your talks to the classroom. Be 

purposeful with your conversations, but talk about more than school. 

 

#2 DON'T MAKE COMPARISONS 

Do not compare yourself to veteran teachers, other new teachers, or 

someone working down the hall. Have confidence in who you are and 

know that the classroom is a place for you to set goals and create 

successes for you and your students.  

 

#6 GET COMFORTABLE WITH DATA 

Data is a word that educators associate with testing, but it’s so much 

more. Become a true expert on the data within your classroom. Create 

your own “data dig” and purposefully explore items such as student 

attendance, report card grades, quarterly assessments, and discipline 

referrals.  

 

When you head to the teachers' lounge or planning area this year, get 

to know your colleagues like you do your students. Make time to talk, 

ask them about their teaching practice, and share what your goals are. 

There are knowledgeable teachers in every school across the state, and 

there is so much we can learn from one another. 

 

 

https://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/525/5-Beginning-Teachers-10-Great-Tips.aspx
https://www.floridateacherslead.org/educator-blogs/2018/7/30/listen-imitate-add-on
http://www.floridahispanicheritage.com/
http://www2.nefec.org/elearning/title2-parta/
http://ourwayschool.org/
https://www.amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/525/5-Beginning-Teachers-10-Great-Tips.aspx
http://ourwayschool.org/


When I think about how teachers 

get better, I recall my first jazz 

improvisation lesson. I walked 

into the room, and my instructor 

said nothing. He pulled out his 

saxophone and played the first 8 

notes of a blues tune called 

Moanin’. I looked at him; clearly 

confused.   

Hispanic Heritage Month
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Governor Rick Scott and First Lady Ann Scott have announced the 2018 

Hispanic Heritage Month contests for students and educators. Florida K-12 

students are invited to participate in the essay and art contests. Parents, 

students, teachers and principals are also invited to nominate full-time, 

outstanding educators for the Hispanic Heritage Month Excellence in 

Education Award. 

 

Blog: Listen, Imitate, Add On!
By Steven Sanders 

Head of Community 

at Enriched Schools

Click HERE to read more from Steven.

He played it again and still I had no idea what he was 

trying to have me do. Finally, he played it one more time 

simultaneously raising an eyebrow toward my 

instrument. Suddenly it clicked! He wanted me to figure 

out how to play those same notes on my instrument. 

Eventually, I got the hang of it and that’s how most of 

our initial lessons went. As I studied jazz history, I 

began to see that this is how jazz greats improved – 

Louis Armstrong influenced Miles Davis and Dizzy 

Gillespie. Thelonious Monk borrowed from Duke 

Ellington. John Coltrane was inspired by Charlie “Bird” 

Parker. The list is endless. 

 

Teachers can also learn from the jazz world. Just as jazz 

musicians use this simple formula of listening to one 

another, imitating one another and then adding on to 

what they come up with to form their own sound, 

teachers can gain skills from other teachers with 

differing ideas, viewpoints, and experiences in organic 

settings. 

 

 

The theme for this year’s essay and art contests is “A Celebration of Innovative 

Hispanic-American Leaders.” Students are asked to share how Hispanic Floridians 

have impacted our state’s history and culture. The deadline for submissions is October 15, 2018 . Earning 

one of these scholarships could transform the life of a student, giving them an opportunity to enhance 

their appreciation for Hispanic American history and prepare financially for their own future education 

aspirations. More information about the contests and Florida’s Hispanic Heritage Month is available at 

www.FloridaHispanicHeritage.com.   

 
5 Beginning Teachers, 
10 Great Tips 

By James Davis, Associate Professor 

and program coordinator at Coastal 

Carolina University.  

Five new teachers share their strategies for 
success and sanity. 

Click HERE to read this week's featured article. 
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